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MEMORIUM

In memorial ― Anton Antonov (1977–2012)
Eivin RØSKAFT , Bård G. STOKKE, Frode FOSSØY, Arne MOKSNES
Department of Biology, Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU), NO-7491
Trondheim, Norway

About eight years ago we received an email from Bulgaria. It is not uncommon to receive such emails from
former Eastern bloc or other countries, particularly
from the third world. However, this was a special one.
Albeit the English was rather naïve, he asked us if we
were interested in collaboration on studies on the common cuckoo and its hosts in Bulgaria. This potential
student had already conducted a series of impressive
experiments on cuckoo hosts in Bulgaria, but wanted
some help in design of new studies, writing of papers
and data analyses.
After a brief discussion among us, we decided to invite
the young man to our lab for a discussion. He turned out
to be a silent, shy, polite young person, however, we were
impressed about the work he already had conducted in
his field site in Bulgaria. We discussed the possibility of
doing a PhD in our lab, an offer Anton acknowledged.
He turned out to have very good grades, so when he applied for a competitive grade-based PhD at our faculty,
he turned out to be one of the best candidates, even
with many applicants from the competitive science
of physics. This was in 2006, and Anton had already
published several papers (Antonov et al., 2006a, 2006b,
2006c). He started his PhD work in September 2006.
Anton learned quickly. His English improved dramatically from the naïve and unripe English two years
previously. His ideas were many, but at a high scientific
level. However, as an experienced fieldworker he realized the limits of fieldwork. His ideas were therefore
prioritized to ensure that these that were most important and feasible, were the ones with highest priority.
Each year he started with larks (Antonov et al., 2010),
thereafter he continued with the corn bunting (Antonov et al., 2006b), the marsh and great reed warblers
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(Antonov et al., 2007a, 2012) and finally the olivaceous
warbler (Antonov et al., 2007b, 2007c, 2009). In between this laborious and time consuming fieldwork he
managed to ensure experiments on many other potential hosts (Antonov et al., 2011). He involved himself in
the academic working environment. His contributions
were always mature and significant.
In 2010, Anton defended his PhD. However, having
about 20 different already published scientific papers,
a discussion about the topic of his PhD was extraordinary. Anton himself came up with a suggestion – his
best papers were on “why cuckoos lay strong-shelled
eggs” (Antonov, 2010; Antonov et al., 2012, this issue).
The PhD consisted of five published papers in high
quality journals (Antonov et al., 2006a, 2006c, 2008a,
2008b, 2009).
Anton’s scientific and practical skills were appreciated. He has been invited to China since 2010. There
he has been conducting fieldwork at several field sites.
We were always deeply impressed by his nest searching
skills, and in China he managed to find ten parasitized
nests of the Emerald Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx maculatus)
in one season. For comparison the Chinese colleagues
had found only three such parasitized nests in ten seasons, proving the excellent field talents of Anton.
Anton held special intellectual talents. However, he
was also a very emotional person. His emotional cycles
went up and down from high mountains to deep valleys. For him therefore, life became occasionally very
difficult. During such periods he went into deep depressions hard to get out of. Last winter was such a period.
Life became very difficult for Anton, therefore he decided to leave us on May 21, 2012. As a scientist he had
learned by Sokrades, and chose the same method as this
ancient philosopher. In Anton Antonov, science has lost
a great and talented scholar. However, we will remember him as a good friend and colleague, and we are sure
his papers will be red for many years to come.
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